
Cobble Beach seeing turnaround

The timing couldn't have been much worse for the proponents trying to get a waterfront golf resort
community up and running on the shores of Georgian Bay.
It was just over 10 years ago when the golf course opened at Cobble Beach among the optimism that the
community around it would soon spring up as well.
Then only months later the entire world was thrust into the worst recession since the Great Depression.
But the owners of the development have stuck with the project and are slowly but surely seeing their
patience paying off.
"I am excited and we are getting some really good momentum now," Cobble Beach president Rob McLeese
said on Thursday. "People seem to like it now, they like the product and they feel comfortable at Cobble."
Cobble Beach has actually been in the works for about 18 years now. The community was started by
McLeese's late father Willis McLeese, who had a vision for a world-class golf and residential development
just north of Owen Sound on the lands overlooking Georgian Bay in Georgian Bluffs.
The 18-hole Doug Carrick-designed golf course came first on the 574-acre property, opening in May 2007.
That was soon followed by the clubhouse, which opened in July 2007, by the inn in August and the spa
and fitness centre in October of that year.
"This is our 10th season, which is hard to believe because it feels like yesterday," said McLeese.
Home construction started on the property in 2008, with the first homes completed in July of that year.



"The opening (of the first homes) was the Friday, and on Monday the Conference Board of Canada, big
headline, 'Canada officially in recession,'" McLeese said. "We couldn't have hit it any closer."
The next four years were difficult for the development with very little in the way of home sales. McLeese
said it was disconcerting, but those involved in the development have soldiered on. The last four years
have brought a brighter outlook to the community with increased home builds and real estate transactions
picking up with about 45 homes built and more in the works. Just last week they had five real estate
transactions.
"In the old days you would see one home here and one home there," said McLeese. "Now you are starting
to see whole areas filling in."
Eventually the community is to house in the neighbourhood of 1,000 residential units on site. It will be
made up of a mixture of single-family, townhome and mid-rise-type dwellings.
To get there they have had to alter their approach to development on site.
"When we started out the focus at that time was to build bigger homes," said McLeese. "As the market
changed so dramatically, the average price of a home has come down quite a bit."
In the next couple of years McLeese said some condominium, apartment-style homes in the $250,000 to
$300,000 range will likely be built near the 16th hole tee box.
"They will be slightly smaller units, but we are trying to get our price point down," said McLeese. "It is for
people who want an active lifestyle, like interacting with people and like doing fun things."
McLeese said even though they have been offering lower-cost units at Cobble Beach, they have kept the
product quality high to make sure the experience is "top-notch."
"One of the big things is we do our best to preserve views for everybody," McLeese said. "That is what the
whole site is about is the views and the nature and loveliness of the area."
They continue to work with Reid's Heritage Homes, who have been with the development since the
beginning, but also have Georgian Villas Inc., Mark Berner of Berner Contracting and Northridge Homes
building homes on site.
"I hope this year we are going to sell between 15 and 20 lots and homes," said McLeese. "We are on track
to do that right now, and once we get up to 80 units I think it will start to feed on itself. We are getting
there."
Cobble Beach has also introduced some unique events to the area. Their fourth annual Cobble Beach
Concours d'Elegance antique, classic and rare automobile display and competition will be held on Sept. 17
and 18.
A couple of weeks ago a group of Lamborghini owners made their way to Cobble Beach for a promotional
event, while on July 20 a group of horseless carriage owners will make a stop at the community.
"Part of it is to have fun, do things a little bit different and sometimes things that are a little bit edgy," said
McLeese. "That kind of stuff is fun because people aren't used to seeing that stuff."
In the past McLeese has had to almost beg the local community to come out to Cobble Beach, but he said



Grey-Bruce residents have now discovered the community. On Family Day in February they had 1,500
people out for their events, whereas in the past they would get 300 to 700.
"This year we outdid ourselves," said McLeese. "We gave away 275 gallons of hot chocolate."
More and more people are coming to stay at the inn, use the spa or doing other family outings there. 
It is a popular spot for weddings and other events, with construction likely to start in the fall on a new
4,500-square-foot pavilion that can accommodate about 220 people. There are 14 kilometres of walking
trails in the summer and groomed ski and snowshoe trails in the winter that are open to the public. 
McLeese said they are proud to be a part of the area and those who now call Cobble Beach home feel
blessed and lucky to be part of a wonderful community in a great area.
"You feel like you are in a different part of the world," said McLeese. "It is very cool."


